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Preface

With interest in Antarctica and Antarctic resources continuing to grow
apace, the Institute of International Law at the University of Kiel and
the Alfred Wegener Institute for Polar and Marine Research in Bremer-
haven organized a third interdisciplinary symposium on the scientific,
environmental, legal and political challenges of the Southern Continent,
which took place in Kiel from July 7th—12th 1987.

This volume, part of the publication series of the Institute of Inter-
national Law at the Christian Albrecht University of Kiel, containing the
presentations, comments, and discussions of the Symposium, is the third
volume (together with volumes 88 and 95 of the Institute's publications)
of the Antarctic Challenge series.

Over 70 scientists, diplomats, international lawyers and environment-
alists from 24 nations met in their private capacity to discuss legal and
administrative aspects of the Treaty System, both as it stands now and
with a view toward necessary or likely changes; the nature of both pure
and applied scientific research, together with its impact on living
resources and the environment; and the question of the legitimacy of
both the interest of the greater international community, represented by
the UN, and that of the Consultative Parties to the Antarctic Treaty, in
regulating the affairs of the continent.

During the time of this volume's publication, the Convention on the
Regulation of Antarctic Mineral Resources is open to signature to the
Antarctic Treaty Parties. This Convention, together with the ones
already in force — namely, the Convention on the Protection of Ant-
arctic Seals and the Convention of the Conservation of Antarctic Marine
Living Resources — represent elements strengthening the Antarctic
regime. This legal development, together with the perhaps incremental,
yet nonetheless continual technological progress of humankind in the
exploitation of the Earth's natural resources, as well as the environmen-
tal dangers thus posed, are evidence enough for the increased interest in
Antarctica.

The Institute of International Law and the Institute of Polar Research
are greatly indebted to the Federal Ministry of Research and Technology
for funding this Symposium, as well as the publication of its proceedings.
The publication of the proceedings have been further supported by the
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Dr. Otto Bagge-Geddchtnisstiftung. Our sincere thanks also go to the
Government of the Land of Schleswig-Holstein and the Rectorate of the
Christian Albrecht University of Kiel for their involvement. My personal
thanks to the staff of the Institute of International Law, whose efforts
made the Symposium possible, with special gratitude to Ingrid Jahn, the
research assistant responsible for the organization and functioning of
the Symposium, and hence, its success.

Riidiger Wolfrum



Welcoming Address

Jost Delbriick*

Excellencies, Herr Minister, dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen:

On behalf of the Christian Albrecht University I have the great honour
and pleasure to welcome you as participants of Antarctic Challenge IIL
Since 1983, this is the third time that a great number of eminent experts
in the fields of Antarctic policies and research have assembled here in
Kiel as guests of this University, and in particular of the Institute of
International Law, as well as the Alfred Wegener Institute at Bremer-
haven. We thank you for accepting our invitation so numerously. We
consider this a vote of confidence in the conference facilities, environment
and follow-up, as provided for in the past.

The Christian Albrecht University endeavours to strengthen its research
programs in the marine and polar sciences, which have traditionally
been, and still are, a stronghold of this University, situated as it is in a
state between the Baltic and North Seas. Since our last meeting in 1985,
our plans have become more concrete. We have received a full grant to
establish a new Institute of Geomarine Research, which will be a welcome
complementary institution to the established and highly recognized
Institute of Marine Research. With the Institute of International Law
being able to serve both, it is a fairly unique setting for our research
activities in the future. I should like to wish for cooperation with its
growing center of marine and geomarine and, particularly, Antarctic
research in the years to come.

The programme of the present Conference is very rich. I congratulate
Riidiger Wolfrum that he has been able to persuade such a great number
of eminent experts to contribute papers to the deliberations of the
Symposium; I thank you all for your intellectual inputs into this effort.
I also thank the Ministry of Research and Technology, as well as the
State Government, for their material and spiritual support of the Sym-
posium.

In one of the oldest marine research papers written here in Kiel in
1697 the author, a scientist named Mobius, mentioned that he could not

* Prof. Dr. Jost Delbriick, Rector of the Christian Albrecht University of Kiel,
Director of the Institute of International Law at the Christian Albrecht University
of Kiel.
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